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Potentateo0s Messag

. Four years ago | joined the Board of Directors of Rizpah Temple
[ ? winning election by one vote. | told anyone who would listen that |
iy wanted to be a part of the leadership here not for titles or any kind of
e & 1 self gratification but because | knew | had a set of skills that could help
Rizpah Shriners. Tonight | reaffirm
still know that | along with each one of you have something great to of-
fer to this organization.

We have only one goal this year, to have fun! | have heard over
and over members say that they joined the Ancient Arabic Order of the
Mystic Shrine to Ahelp the kids. o I
have like to have a good time. The mystic Shrine was the social aspect,
the gentl emenbés part of Masonry. | was gradu:
Shriner.

The Shrine, in my mind, was a place filled with distinguished Brothers sitting around
with big cigars and fine scotch solving the
in. What | found was more on the line of Marlboros and Budweiser. But as long as the bar

doesndét run out of Makers Mark I 6m alright. |
|l dondét want anyone to think that | am not

through Ben the invaluable service our Temples of Mercy provide. To that end the first

| adydéds program this year wil/l be selling tie:

and the hospitals. When all the ties and scarves are sold we will be able to contribute $2000
to the transportation fund. We will begin selling them at the reception tonight and members
of the divan will have them available as they travel this year.

This is the 101styear of Rizpah Temple, the next century! Kelli and | decided to use
the Phoenix as a symbol of the past and of the future. The group of nobles that came before
us did a great job having the forethought to establish many things that keep us going today.

To ensure the next hundred years we have to think the way they thought 100 years
ago plus look for ways to continue to make us a living, breathing, exciting organization that
good men and Masons want to be a part of.

Believe it or not, the public views us a group of old men. Two quick examples:
Tampa, Florida and Virginia Beach, Kelli and | were literally stopped on the street in both
towns and told | was not old enough to be a Shriner. | cerebrate all our members, the best
stories | have ever heard have come from sharing beverages with our elder statesmen.
(Harleys in hotels, barrels of hooch barred in the sand) But we must be accepting and en-
couraging of the new nobles and | adies who di

| am decreeing this the year of the Novice and his lady. We have but one chance to
make a lasting impression on a man and his lady when they walk in our doors. And we
should make every effort to make them feel that we are proud to have them. Ceremonials
are for the candidates and their ladies, not for the ones of us that have already crossed the
desert. I want every new Noble to | eave here
ti me we can come back. o

Rizpah, The Next Century, Are You Ready?






